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ABSTRACT

Thirukkural is a poetic compasition of great antiquity in Tamil lilerature. Many great minds have shed their
powerful radiant light on this gem and justifiably famous classic of Tamil literature.

Thiruvalluvar, the author, diagnoses the intricacies of human nature with such penetrating insight, perfect
mastery and consummate skill absorbing the most subHe concepts of modern psychology, that one is left
wondering at his sweep and depth. His prescriptions, leovened by godliness, ethics, morolity and
humaneness are sagacious and practical to the core. They cut across caste, creed, clime and age and

have a freshness which makes one feel as if they are meant for the present times.

1. Intveduction

Interest in “Thirukkural®, treafise par excellence on the art
of Iving, has been rekindled by our Prime Minister
MNarendralModi, after his release of the translation of the
book in Thai longuage at the “SowoasdeModi™ event ot
Bangkok, Thaoilond, on 1st Movember 2019. Presented
below are o few of the twe line couplets, relevant to wealth,
money, foes and other motters relevant to economics,
that are meaningful even todeyl Starting with the kuval
cuoted byMr. Modi ot the event:

Kural 212:
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“Good men put forth Industry and produce wealkth not for
themselves but for the use of sociely”.

Wealth is not to be eamed for the purpase of seli-
indulgence or for satisfaction of greed. Waalth should be
ireated o5 the citizen's instrument for helphulness. The
Tomil word “Velonmai' iz nol just helpfulness, but
helptulness comblined with o sense ofduty,

Interestingly, poverty need not inhibit a person from
helping others. Thiruvalluver serys:
Kural 218:
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ks not necessaryto be rich to be helpful. There are woys in
which whatever be the position in life, one can help. The
essence of sockal service is in the mind. Under soch
changed circumstance, o new duly orises and s due
fulfillment is what should be ottended to. When therefore,

a man loses his moterial resounces, he does not need to
think thert his capacily for social cooperation has ceased.

In & humorous veln, 1k s sald that we are all here 1o help
others. But one wonders what others are here forl
Thiruvallur though insists that helping the poor is indeed a
gift. Gifis o othersore in the nature of business
transactions wherein what one receives is expecied to be
dluly returned.

Kural 221
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Vollwwarhighlights in another kural (222) that the very oct
of giving rewards the giver and receiving a fovour couses
pain to the recelver. This isinherent in human nature, apart
from any consequences as promised in scripture. Thisis a
characteristic instance of the Thiruvalluvar's approach. He
always reserves for emphasis some asped of human living
that is not bound with religious beliefs.

What the Thirukkural puts forth is opplicable te dll
humans, imespective of religion. He Infoct emphasizes that
if one avoids what the world condemns then there is no
need to practice what a saint does, such as growing long
beards or sharing off the panon one’s heod.

Kural 280:
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The docirine of karma is mode consislent with the
inescapable relation betwesn work and wedth. Valluvar
prackims grandly that the wise need not necessarily be
prosperous and the prosperous need not be intelleciually
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very capable. (Kural: 374)

Wealth can be retained only by industriousness or hard
and continuous work! Procrastination, forgetfulness,
languor and sleep will ensure that one’s wealth disappears

soon. (Kural: 605)

Acquiring wealth is important as it gives worth to even a
worthless person, says Valluvar (Kural: 751). But the
wealth acquired by discarding compassion in a loveless
manner is not fo be sought, but to be spurned. (Kural: 755)

In the times Thiruvalluvar lived, tax was levied at 16.6%
(1/6th). This along with the produce from ownerless
property, transit duties of imports and an internal traffic,
besides what is gained in War, were the sources of
Governmentfunds. (Kural : 756)

Wealth is the primary weapon against opponents. (Kural :

759)

To summarise, wealth earned with devotion, love and hard
work, needs to be shared with the needy. Wealth protects
the wealthy and distinguishes them from others by making
them worthy in the eyes of the world. Governments should
use their wealth to protect the citizens from opponents and
ensure that enemies are annihilated either by making them
into friends or by overcoming them by one’s wealth or

might, that is power of the army.

Post words
Translated from TamilManikkavasagam

“What man said to God: Thiruvasagam. What God said
to man: Bhagavad Geeta. What man gave to mankind:

Thirukkural”.

Thirukkural is not just a “Venba” (a type of poem in Tamil)
but a route map to live. It is a lighthouse of knowledge, to
guide mankind.

Valluvar has said even a child, born of love, needs a step
mother called wealth. (Kural: 757)

It is said that many of Kural’s ideas are embedded in Karl
Mark’s thoughts. But unlike Mark who had Lenin to spread
his message, Valluvar did not have such a powerful
follower, laments his Holiness KundrakudiAdigalar.

Next only to Bible, Thirukkural has been translated into
most number of languages, the latest being Thai
language.
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